Thesis Statements


What can the thesis statement do?

For the writer, the thesis statement

· Serves as a planning tool.

· Helps the writer determine the essay’s real focus.

· Becomes a “hook” on which the writer can “hang” topic sentences that support the thesis.


For the reader, the thesis statement

· Explains the question the writer is trying to answer

· Introduces the argument to be made 

· Previews the main evidence to support this argument


Some effective thesis statements derived from this formula:

Although the American family farmer is struggling, the U.S. government should cut farm subsidies, not continue to increase them, because subsidies are crippling the world market on which American farmers must sell their goods.

Shared Assumptions: the American family farmer is struggling; (unstated) subsidies help farmers

Argument:  the U.S. government should cut farm subsidies

Reason: subsidies are crippling the world market on which American farmers must sell their goods.

At a school where many students have more than one major or take part in special programs, a foreign language requirement is a burden that prevents students from taking other career-oriented courses.

The two different stories of creation in Genesis have long puzzled readers: why are there two?  If we examine the hierarchy of creatures in each story, we can see that the two stories communicate a complete message about nature, but communicate that only when read together.
A thesis statement should be


A) clear and


B) concise.


C) It goes beyond fact and becomes an idea that 


D) offers a main reason for the argument and


E) needs to be supported with evidence.











THESIS STATEMENT FORMULA:





	[SHARED ASSUMPTION], ASSERTION [because] MAIN REASON(S)





Shared assumption: Something you and your audience/readers agree on.  Often this comes from the question or assignment itself; it may be implied, not explicit.


Assertion: The argument or point you will explore and “prove” in your essay.


Main reason(s): One or more specific pieces of evidence you will develop in your essay as support for your argument; this may appear in a “because” clause in the thesis statement.





Two Thesis “Mis-Statements” (Myths)


The thesis does not have to be the last sentence of the first paragraph of an essay (though for very short essays it may well be.)


In fact, the thesis statement does not have to be a single sentence.  The more complex the argument, the more likely your thesis statement may grow into two or three sentences (with, say, your shared assumption or reasons spelled out in individual sentences).
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