PLAGIARISM: WHAT IT IS AND HOW TO AVOID IT

 

“Plagiarism” comes from the Latin word meaning “kidnapper”; to plagiarize is to kidnap someone else’s ideas or words and pass them off as your own.  In an academic environment where ideas are currency, using someone else’s valuable ideas is a kind of theft.

Many times students plagiarize without intending anything malicious; they simply forget to include quotation marks around words that aren’t theirs, or they don’t provide a source for information that they paraphrased.   However, even if you plagiarize “accidentally,” you may be held accountable for improperly using and citing your sources.   Familiarize yourself with the expectations for your writing here at St. Lawrence. 

What is the general definition of plagiarism?

· Failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas.

· Failing to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks.

· Failing to put summaries and paraphrases in your own words.

-From Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference

 

How is plagiarism  understood at St. Lawrence?

· Presenting as one’s own work the work of another person​​-words, ideas, data, evidence, thoughts, information, organizing principles, or style of presentation-without proper attribution.  

· Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment by quotation marks, footnotes, endnotes, or other indices of reference.

-From The SLU Student Handbook

 

Deliberate Plagiarism
· Buying a paper

· Stealing a paper

· Having someone else write your paper

· Borrowing a paper


· Copying from another source without citing on purpose

 Accidental Plagiarism

· Paraphrasing too closely to the original without citing.

· Expanding someone else’s idea without paraphrasing

 

 

You Should Cite…

· Any information that is someone else’s idea found in any source (whether a book, an article, a website, a movie, a song, or a lecture).

· If you received this information during an interview.

· If you copy a chart, graph, or picture.

· If you received the idea through an e-mail

· If the words you are using are a “unique phrase”---words that are in a section you are paraphrasing but you cannot change the words that they original author used.

 

You Do Not Need to Cite…
· If you are using an idea that is your own.

· If the information you are using is common knowledge— that is, observations or information that is known in the area of study that you are working in.

Common knowledge statements include facts, established dates, and recorded

statistics:


Austin is the capital of Texas.


49 out of 50 states supported Ronald Reagan in the 1984 election.

When a statement presents an opinion or argument backed by an implicit or explicit

sequence of ideas (evidence), it is no longer common knowledge but is the original 

author’s idea and must be cited:

The arts scene in Austin thrives because members of the legislature can see the day-to-day benefits of cultural events.

If all 50 states had supported Reagan in 1984, his advisors may have urged him to seize even greater executive powers.
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