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The Library as a Space

To use ODY (or any university library) effectively, it is important to understand how libraries are organized, and what kinds of information you can find in them.  To this end, we will be considering some central aspects of ODY’s geography and organizational principles.  There are four main areas of the library that you should become familiar with: 1. reference; 2. book stacks; 3. periodicals; and 4. special collections.

REFERENCE

When you enter the library, the reference area is on your left.  As you proceed to the left, you will see a series of bookshelves on the right side, followed by several study tables.  On the left side, you will see study tables, then low bookshelves and library computer terminals, and a desk in the center of these.

Reference Stacks

The bookshelves contain the library’s reference stacks.  You will find encyclopedias, dictionaries, concordances, etymological dictionaries, and many other references you may never have dreamed existed (such as A Dictionary of Alchemical Imagery, Congress A to Z: C[ongresiona]l Q[uarterly]’s Ready Reference Encyclopedia, and The Encyclopedia of Revolutions and Revolutionaries: From Anarchism to Zhou Enlai, among many others).  This is one of the most interesting sections of the library simply to browse.  In an ODYsseus search, those works whose location is listed as “ODY Index Area” or “ODY Reference” will be here.

Some useful references sources for this class include the following:

• Glenn Negley, Utopian Literature: A Bibliography with a Supplementary Listing of Works Influential in Utopian Thought
• Lyman Tower Sargent, British and American Utopian Literature, 1516-1985: An Annotated, Chronological Bibliography
• Paul G. Haschak, Utopian/Dystopian Literature: A Bibliography of Literary Criticism
• Mary Ellen Snodgrass, Encyclopedia of Utopian Literature
(For reasons not entirely clear to me, you will not find the Directory of Intentional Communities here, but catalogued in the regular stacks)

A few useful general reference sources:

The Oxford English Dictionary

Encyclopedia Britannica

The New York Times Index

Reference Desk

Near the reference stacks, among the library terminals, is the reference desk.  For most of the day Monday-Friday and Sunday, there will be a reference librarian on duty.  The reference librarians are there to assist you with solving research and reference problems.  If you are trying to find more information on an author, a utopian community, or some aspect of your research paper, a reference librarian can assist you.  They have an amazing command of both what kinds of sources are available and how to go about finding them.  If you are stumped on a research problem, take advantage of this great resource.  However, do not expect reference librarians to do your research for you.

Library Computer Terminals

The computer terminals in the reference area are set aside to be used in library research, so you should always be able to find an open terminal even if the library computer labs are busy.  They are a good, generally peaceful spot in which to search ODYsseus, Connect NY, and the online databases we will be discussing next week.

BOOK STACKS

ODY’s two upper-level areas—the Yellow Pipe Room and the Tree Room—contain the library’s general book collection.  The books in ODY (as in most university libraries and an increasing number of public and school libraries) are organized according to the cataloguing system of the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.  You may be more familiar with the Dewey Decimal System, which is still common in grade schools, high schools, and some public libraries.  Both systems work in the same basic fashion—books are assigned a code (in the case of the LC system, beginning with a one- or two-letter designation, followed by a string of numbers) and shelved in sequential order based on it.  See the accompanying handout for some of the main LC designations.

In ODY, books with call numbers from A1-HD9999 are shelved in the Yellow Pipe Room, while books with call numbers from HE11-ZA4701 are shelved in the Tree Room.  Keep in mind that reference works (even with call numbers fitting into these categories) will be in the reference stacks, not the general book stacks.

When reading a LC call number, begin with the one- or two-letter code.  Books are arranged alphabetically, with two-letter call numbers coming after the single-letter call numbers of their first letter (e.g., G, GA, GB, … GV, H, HA…).

Each letter code is followed by a set of numbers (sometimes with a decimal point and then more numbers); a letter/ number combination follows; and for some books there is a date at the end of the call number.  Books are shelved first by the letter code; within that letter code, they are shelved by the number code following it; within that number code, they are shelved by the letter/ number code after that; and finally, if relevant, by the date.  The system is easy once you get the hang of it, but can be confusing at first.

Here are some examples of how books are ordered:

DD 203 S63

DD 204 S53

DD 204 .S58 1991

DD 218 .V52 1952

DD 218.2 .H34 1994

HN 445 S55 1978

HX 273 .P44 1993

HX 273 .R58

HV 6974 .E95 1998

PN 203 .B313 1968

PN 212 .B76 1987

PN 2004 .T54

Before you look for a book in the stacks, pay attention to two aspects of the ODYssues entry: “location” and “status.”  If the location is “ODY Upper Level,” the book is shelved in the book stacks.  However, if the location is “ODY Reference,” “ODY Periodicals,” “ODY Special Collections,” “SCIENCE LIB,” etc., it will not be in the book stacks.  Once you have verified the book’s location, check its “status.”  If the status is anything other than “AVAILABLE,” the book will not be on the shelf.

If it says, for example, “DUE 05-20-03,” someone has the book out until May 23rd.  But this does not mean you cannot get the book.  It means that if you want to check the book out, you must first recall it.  To do this, go to the Circulation Desk (on the right immediately after you enter the library) with the book’s title, author, and call number.  The library will send the current borrower a notice to return the book within a week, and you will be notified when it has arrived.  You may then pick it up at the Circulation Desk.

PERIODICALS

Journals, magazines, and newspapers are not shelved in the book stacks, but in the periodical stacks on the lower level of ODY.  Like books, they are organized according to the Library of Congress system.  One important aspect of periodical organization to be aware of: recent periodicals (usually the most recent year) are shelved in the “current periodicals” section by call number.  After a year, all of that year’s issues are bound and shelved in hardcover in the regular periodical stacks.

There are photocopy machines located near the periodical stacks, for convenient copying of articles.

In addition to the bound periodical volumes, the library also has a large collection of periodicals on microform (microfilm and microfiche), including not only old newspapers and magazines, but also U.S., Canadian, and N.Y. state government documents.  Microform documents are organized by LC call number in the microform area.

When you open a drawer of microfilmed volumes, you will see boxes of microfilm rolls, each with a volume number on it.  The boxes are labeled with the dates and other identifying information, so that you can find the issue(s) you are seeking.

ODY has several good-quality microfilm reader-printers.  This means that as you are scanning the microfilm, you can easily print out whatever articles or other material you’re looking for.  We will practice using the microfilm reader-printers during our research skills session.

We will cover additional periodicals accessible online when we cover the “virtual library” next week.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Special Collections houses rare or unique items.  ODY’s Special Collections contains, for instance, the poet Robert Frost’s personal papers.  Anyone engaging in serious academic study of Robert Frost will probably come to Saint Lawrence to see this unique collection.  Other items in Special Collections include scrapbooks made by Saint Lawrence students in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yearbooks and university papers, and rare documents from the Universalist Church, which established Saint Lawrence University.

Because the documents in Special Collections are irreplaceable, they are housed in a special room in the library (right near our Wednesday classroom).  Students are encouraged to make use of this unique collection of materials, so if you find a source whose location in ODYsseus is listed as “ODY Special Collections,” by all means go there and request to use it.  During class, Mark McMurray, the Curator of the Special Collections and University Archivist, will give us a brief overview of the collection.  He will show us some Special Collections materials, including a few items related to utopianism.

Launders Science Library

In addition to ODY, you may discover that some materials that interest you are housed in Launders Science Library in Madill Hall.  The organizational principles are the same in Launders as in ODY.  If you need further help finding materials, the science librarians there can help you.

Why Learning to Use the Library is Important

The more comfortable you become navigating the library and drawing on its many resources, the more effective you will be as a researcher.  You will use the library during your entire college career, and the skills you develop will help you in many careers you may pursue (lawyers, scientists, and businesspeople, to name only a few, all use the kinds of research skills we will be practicing).

Further Resources

In addition to this handout, the library web pages offer library maps, explanations of the various areas of the library, library hours, and other useful information.
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