To:                   The St. Lawrence Community

From:               President Daniel F. Sullivan

Date:                November 6, 2005

 Subject:           Beta Theta Pi

I write to inform you that the leaders of Beta Theta Pi have proposed and St. Lawrence University has agreed that the Beta Zeta chapter charter be suspended until fall 2008, effective immediately. The General Fraternity and the University have agreed to the recolonization of a new Beta chapter under the guidance of the General Fraternity and in accordance with the Men of Principle Initiative at that time.

This action is in response to the risk management violations that occurred at a chapter event on the night of October 1, 2005.  The University and General Fraternity are deeply concerned about the number of students permitted into the chapter house and the poor evacuation procedures that took place when emergency personnel responded to a fire alarm.  Additional concerns generated by the evidence of pooled funds for alcohol, a violation of General Fraternity’s risk management policy, on October 4th and numerous housing maintenance issues have all contributed to this decision.   We agree with the General Fraternity’s leadership that the Beta Zeta chapter has demonstrated a pattern of inability to self-govern and abide by the risk management policy of Beta Theta Pi Fraternity or the St. Lawrence Student Code of Responsibility.
After a multi-year pattern of poor judgment and leadership the chapter was asked to show cause why serious consequences should not result from their actions.  St. Lawrence received the chapter’s response on October 26 and conferred with General Fraternity leadership.  The decision was made to close the chapter.  
All undergraduate members of the Beta Zeta chapter will be moved to “Alumni” status by the General Fraternity upon graduation and will be granted all rights and privileges of alumni at that point.  The current residents will be allowed to live in the chapter house through the end of the semester so that studies are not disrupted.  During the spring semester, displaced members will be housed on campus. 

Some of the best people I know anywhere are Beta Zeta alumni from my time as a student here or whom I’ve been lucky to get to know since returning to St. Lawrence as president. This decision deeply saddens me.  Let us hope that in 2008, a re-constituted Beta Zeta will be a fraternity of which we can all be proud. 

