ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

 FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

SPRING 2009
The FYS strives to continue the communication skills, critical thinking, ethical reflection, and liberal learning goals of the FYP, but with a specific focus on critical inquiry and research. Each of you will engage in a research project of significant depth over the course of the semester. Our learning goals for that research project include that you:

· Be introduced to ways of conducting productive and imaginative inquiry and research in order to become a part of the various conversations surrounding issues. 

· Learn to differentiate among the various ways that information is produced and presented, between popular and scholarly journals and books, between mainstream and alternative publications, between primary and secondary sources. 

· Learn how to evaluate and synthesize information, whether gathered from traditional sources, such as books and journals, or from websites or electronic media. 

· Begin to develop the skills of critical analysis in the interpretation and use of information gathered from any source. 

· Be introduced to the ethical obligations that scholars have to both responsibly represent their sources and inform their readers of the sources of their information, as well as learning, and being held responsible for the proper use of, the conventions of scholarly citation and attribution.  

· Present the results of your research through writing, speaking, visual elements, or other multimedia forms in such a way that you demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively using the rhetorical conventions of the chosen form.

Please return the completed 
blue and yellow forms (as applicable) 

to the FYP Office, 168 Whitman Hall,
 no later than Thursday, October 23, 2008 at 4:00 PM.

If you do not complete the forms correctly and/or on time, you will be placed in whatever FYS still has spaces after all other students are placed.
FYS 2009 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

IMPORTANT NOTE:  The numbers that follow each course title are the numbers you will find on your preference form.

The descriptions are categorized to facilitate the process of selection.  Here are the description categories in order:

· Wellness

· The North Country

· Families and Children

· Text and Persuasion
· Natural and Human Crises
· Land and the Outdoors

· International Issues

· Technology and Humans

· Human Relationships

· Music and Pop Culture


Wellness

Medical Ethics (1)
David E. Hornung 

T-TH 10:10-11:55 a.m. and W 9:40-10:40 a.m.
In this seminar we will examine topics such as the physician/patient relationship, medical assisted suicide, cloning, genetic engineering, transplants, informed consent, elective surgery and reproductive ethics. We will also consider alternative approaches to healing, approaches that for many people in the world are, in fact, traditional. The goal will be to examine the principles that guide individuals as they struggle with these increasingly complex issues. Research projects will focus on some aspect of medical ethics (broadly defined). Six of the T/Th meetings will be with the SOAR (Stimulating Opportunities for Retired People) group which will allow us to interact around the common theme of medical ethics with a group of adults from the Canton area.  

The 'Magic' of Healing (2)
Alice Pomponio

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 1:40-3:10 p.m.

What causes people to fall ill?  How are they cured?  What are the premises on which non-Western medical traditions are based?  Since the Enlightenment, Westerners have tended to assume a distinction between mind and body that people in other cultures do not assume; hence, the West has created a tradition of different practitioners for “physical” and “mental” disorders, while in other cultural traditions, one’s “body” is not separated from “mind,” nor from the social fabric of daily life that connects an individual to other members of society.  This course will study medicine as a “cultural system”--that is, as a system of meaning that is based on and similar to other systems of meaning (such as religion). Specifically, we will explore the role religion, magic, witchcraft, and sorcery beliefs play in defining “illness,” and the roles that ritual, community action, and specialist practitioners (diviners, shamans, herbalists, etc.) have in managing “cures.”  In addition to exploring common case studies from around the world, we will pursue independent projects on the comparative study of health issues of native populations in several regions (for example, alcoholism, diabetes, high blood pressure, nutrition, water-borne diseases, and HIV-AIDS). 
Environmental Health and Environmental Justice (3)
JoAnn Rogers
T 10:10-11:40 a.m. and  TH 8:30-11:40 a.m.

This course will examine how social inequality impacts the relationship of people to their environment and how it affects their physical well-being. We will look at how social and political structures perpetuate conditions of injustice for low-income communities and communities of color. One emphasis of this course will be on how social inequality impacts environmental factors involved in transmission of communicable diseases and hazards due to exposure to chemical and physical materials in our environment.


Food for Thought: Passions and Politics Surrounding What We (Should) Eat (4)
Paul Graham
M-W-F 1:40-3:10 p.m.

From celebrity chefs and bestsellers on food to the explosion in the popularity of community supported agriculture, what we eat is a hot topic these days. Simultaneously, a growing percentage of Americans experience “food insecurity” and do not know where their next meal will come from. Scholars, writers, environmentalists and social-justice advocates focus increasingly on the importance of local, sustainable food-production and eating habits as a path toward a solution to many issues that converge over food. This FYS will explore these tensions through primarily recent literary nonfiction such as Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma, sociological studies such as Mark Winne’s Closing the Food Gap, and writings by others including Bill McKibben, David Kamp, and Barbara Kingsolver. Additionally, students who seek to build their critical writing and researching skills by enrolling in this FYS will complete 1-2 hours of community-based learning. Placements include local organic farms, the Meals-on-Wheels program, and others. Course projects include sustained research papers and literary journalism.

The Mind-Body Connection (5)
Patti Frazer Lock

T-TH 10:10 a.m.-12:25 p.m.
Phenomena like the placebo effect—the improvement that can occur in well-being when we think we are receiving medication but are in actuality receiving none—raise questions about the connection, in both directions, between the mind and the body.  How do our attitudes and thoughts affect our health?  How does exercise affect mood and attitude?  What impact does the food we choose have on our mood?  What have we learned about genetic predispositions in behavior and personality?  What ethical issues arise from what we have learned in all of these areas?  We will examine these questions as we explore phenomena such as the placebo and Pygmalion effects and the impact of pheromones on our behavior.  In addition to the general reading addressing these topics and others, each student will select a specific topic of interest to study more deeply.   

THE NORTH COUNTRY
Local Boy Makes Good: Frederic Remington’s Life, Art, and Career (6)
Robert Thacker

T 8:30-11:40 a.m. and TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. 

The most famous person ever from Canton, New York was Frederic Sackrider Remington (1861-1909). Beginning in the 1882 with an illustration casually bought by and published in Harper’s Weekly, Remington became the leading artist of the West during the 1890s and since. Working assiduously as illustrator, sculptor, and writer, he produced a body of work which became critical to any definition of North America’s frontier history—in it, all actors are seen: Indians, cowboys, and Mexicans; explorers, traders, and trappers; cavalrymen, soldiers, and Mounties. Remington produced more than 3000 paintings alone, and toward the end of career he was much more artist than illustrator. Drawing upon St. Lawrence’s unique holdings of Remington materials—in both the 
Richard F. Brush Gallery and ODY Library Special Collections—and traveling to the Frederic Remington Museum in Ogdensburg, this seminar’s project will be to discover Remington and his significance as completely as we may. Each student’s research will involve an archival component.

Rivers of Life, Human and Wildlife (7)
Marilyn Mayer

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and TH 12:40-2:10 p.m.

Did you know that there are 3.5 million miles of rivers in the U.S.? Too many miles are too polluted for fishing and swimming, have been channelized, have lost their riparian habitat, lie behind dams, or have been dredged for navigation. Therefore, it is not surprising to learn that half of the threatened or endangered species in the U.S. depend on rivers and streams. In this seminar, we will investigate these topics and their relevance to the north country through readings, lectures, field trips, research, interviews, class discussions and presentations. Rivers strongly influenced north country settlement and life as a key form of transportation (for people and products), a source of energy, a source of food, and a source of inspiration. We will interview locals and scour archived records to better document some of the Grasse River’s historical value and current areas of concern (key habitat or suspected environmentally impacted locations). We will share our findings with the Grasse River Heritage Foundation, the Grasse River Revitalization Committee, and the NY Department of Environmental Conservation. Currently, controversy surrounds a proposal to build a hydroelectric dam near the mouth of the Grasse River. We will investigate the issue as well as why the St. Lawrence River was named one of the 10 most endangered rivers in the U.S. Once educating ourselves, we will teach local school kids and adults to assess water quality of the Grasse River and about the problems faced by the Grasse and St Lawrence Rivers.

Widely Traveled in the North Country (8)
Natalia Singer

T 1:15-4:15 p.m. and TH 12:40-2:10 p.m.


Henry David Thoreau, who spent four hours a day “sauntering,” often said that he was “widely traveled in Concord,” his home town.  During this course, we’ll get to know our adopted home community of the North Country and document our discoveries as literary journalists and travel writers.  The Canton town historian will take us on a historical walking tour of Canton, we’ll snow-shoe past a frozen waterfall, and we’ll attend Winter Carnival in Saranac Lake, all with an eye to uncover how to make a place come alive on the page through eye witness reporting, lyrical description, personal interviews, and the various kinds of research that go into acquiring what essayists Barry Lopez and Scott Russell Sanders refer to as “local knowledge.”  Students will learn to conduct brief as well as in-depth interviews, do historical research, and write "Talk of the Town" pieces in the literary style of The New Yorker. For final projects, students will write profiles of other North Country haunts they discover on their own and present their work orally in collaborative performance pieces.  This is a research seminar for very independent, curious souls who love to write and love to roam.  
Families and Children
Growing Up Victorian (9)
Sarah Gates

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Some social historians claim that the notion of “childhood” as a special period distinct from adulthood has its roots in Rousseau and developed fully during the 19th century.  In this course we will be exploring this idea through literature and social history, looking at many kinds of texts that focus on children and the raising of children during the Victorian period.  We will be reading two Victorian children’s novels (Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island and Frances Hodgson Burnett’s A Little Princess) and two novels written for adults whose tales are centered on a child growing up in the midst of the Victorian world (Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations).  To understand the context of these stories, we will conduct and share research projects in various aspects of Victorian culture. Much of this historical research will bring into focus the history of child development as a field of study that had its beginnings during this time.

The State of the Family: Constitutional Law and the American Family (10)
Cathy Crosby-Currie

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and T 2:20-3:50 p.m.

What power should the state have within the private realm of the family?  What rights do parents have to decide how they will raise their children?  Does the right to marry apply to opposite-sex couples only?  In this course, we will examine the controversies that arise when constitutional rights collide with state and federal laws governing the family.  We will begin with an exploration of the basic concept of liberty and the foundational U.S. Supreme Court cases that established the constitutional right to parent and to marry.  We will then explore some specific issues including child abuse and neglect, termination of parental rights and same-sex marriage.  One purpose of this course is to challenge and expand students’ critical thinking skills by requiring them to grapple with the texts of actual U.S. Supreme Court cases.  Students will also conduct a semester-long research project on a family-relevant legal issue (e.g., adolescent abortion, rights of public school students, divorce and custody, artificial reproduction) that will require that they become conversant with a variety of legal and social science literature on their topic and produce a paper reporting on what they have found. 
Adolescence in Context (11)
Jennifer MacGregor

T-TH 12:40-2:10 p.m. and F 1:40-3:10 p.m.
In this course we will explore historical and cultural conceptions of adolescence. Using sociological, psychological and feminist ideas and methodologies, we’ll examine this unique time of life through movies (e.g., I Remember Mama (1948) and Breakfast Club (1985)) and novels (e.g., The Swiss Family Robinson (1812) and Perks of Being a Wallflower (1999)), as well as through academic writings dating from 1900. Students will analyze the ethnocentrism, sexism and other biases inherent in early Anglo-European novels and psychological research, and learn how more recent theories incorporate context into their constructions of adolescence.  In the research component of this class, students will conduct their own archival, observational, and/or content-analytical research. Topics could include “adolescence during wartime,” “social networking and internet identities,” “the changing face of family relationship and social responsibility,” and “the consuming teen: understanding materialism and ‘the cult of cool’.” Additionally, students will begin to gain facility with SPSS and data interpretation, both by working with existing databases and by considering their own research results.

Native American Children and Youth (12)
Ronald J.O. Flores 

W 12:00-6:00 p.m. and F 12:00-1:30 p.m. (W 3:00-6:00 p.m. volunteering on the Akwesasne Reservation)
National research finds that Native American youth are at greater risk of dropping out of high school, drug, alcohol and tobacco use, mental illness and both considering and attempting suicide relative to their non-Native counterparts. Further, the likelihood of such behaviors is higher among Native children and youth who live on reservations. The causes of these child and youth experiences are deeply connected to centuries of genocide, oppression, exploitation and discrimination at the hands of Europeans and Americans. In this seminar, we will learn about Native American children by having our class sessions, as well as volunteering, at the Akwesasne Reservation. During our time on the reservation, we will work closely with Mohawk children in programs that attempt to counter the devastating effects of poverty and scarce resources on the well being of children. Thus, we will not only learn about and experience the conditions native children face, but also how native communities, against considerable odds, actively work to promote the welfare of their children. As part of our research activities, we will work on securing funds for the creation of a recreation/athletic center for the children and youth of Akwesasne.  

Why Do Grandparents Matter? (13)
Ilia Casanova

M-W-F 1:40-3:10 p.m.
In this seminar, we will explore the complex social role that grandparents play in the lives of young grandchildren. According to the 2000 Census Bureau 2.5 million grandparents in the United States are the primary caregivers for their grandchildren and 6.1 million have a grandchild under 18 living with them. We will begin by investigating the profile of grandparents raising grandchildren, grandparent-grandchild experiences, legal status issues and the emergence of national organizations, among other topics of relevance. Then we will turn our focus to the ways in which grandparents have contributed to our sense of personal heritage and cultural memory. At that point, we will be covering topics such as storytelling, intergenerational relationships, family history and how grandparenthood is constructed among mainstream and minority groups in this country.  We will engage these topics through films, personal interviews, guest speakers, fiction, memoirs and news clips. Further, this seminar will provide students with opportunities to enrich their study and research through working with, for example, senior residents at Partridge Knoll Retirement Community.
TEXT AND PERSUASION

Rich Reading (14)
Kerry Grant
T-TH 10:10-11:55 a.m. and M 1:40-2:40 p.m.

Texts make a variety of demands on readers.  Some of them expect us to know beforehand how to read them.  Political cartoons, for example, depend upon our prior knowledge of the issues or persons under attack.  Others, such as network news broadcasts, provide only the most basic information about extremely complex issues, leaving the reader to fill in the gaps as he or she chooses.   Still others--like novels--may invite us to consult critical articles as a way of refining our understanding.  In each case, we can find ourselves needing to read more in order to understand the original text, to enrich our reading of it.  This course will ask students to engage with a number of different texts--novels, films, newspapers, magazines and TV shows--in an effort to learn how appropriate research can be used to generate informed critical readings.

News from the Bottom Up (15)
Fred Exoo

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and M 1:15-2:45 p.m.

In this seminar, we’ll extend our understanding of the news media in two ways.  First, we’ll look at how the news usually covers the world, and at why it’s covered that way.  Next, as our research and our writing project, we’ll produce a newspaper of our own, covering stories and issues on our campus and in the surrounding communities – local, national, international.  But the news we produce will not be business as usual – in fact, quite the opposite.  The usual news tends to come from an elite point of view – that is, from the top down.  But our news will come from the bottom up – from people who are not in charge, but who have to live with the decisions of those who are – and who have to decide whether to endorse those decisions, endure them, or resist them. The usual news is also fragmented – cut off from other, similar stories, from history, and from theories that might explain events.  The library research part of our papers will help us connect our stories to these other things, and see the picture whole, not just in bits and pieces.  The stories that result from our work will be published, in newsletter format, and distributed throughout the campus.  I’m hoping this unit will enable us, not just to learn about the news, but to make news – to make news not just by making a newspaper, but making a newspaper that makes a difference – in the issues people see on this campus and in the ways people view those issues.


How do you know? The Art of Persuasion (16)
Maegan Bos
T 10:10-12:40 and M-W 10:50-11:50 a.m.

There many things that people just know: she knows that 2+2 = 4, he knows that evolution is true, they know that God exists.   Are they right?  Can they prove it? And just what does it mean to “prove” a thing?  Some knowledge is built on shaky ground. We will examine the various frames of reference that influence a person’s pool of knowledge, including our own.  Using various issues we will encounter in the news, readings, and films, you will be expected to argue an issue from different perspectives.  We will then study logical fallacies, which are used every day to persuade us. An argument is used to convince others, but every argument has some holes, and we will study how to find those holes.


Manifestoes and Movements (17)
Ganesh Trichur
T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 7:00-8:30 p.m.

The new millennium offers unique spaces for the writing of manifestoes.  Manifestoes are really short visionary statements that publicly declare the intentions and motives of their authors. Why do manifestoes get written?  What generates their wide appeal?  What calls for action and what universalizing claims do they make?  How do they emerge at particular historical moments and what do they reveal about the historical circumstances out of which they emerge?  We will spend the first half of the seminar reading Machiavelli’s The Prince as a sixteenth century manifesto responding to the crisis of Italian city-states; Sylvain Marechal’s late eighteenth century Manifeste Des Egaux in the context of the French Revolution; and Marx and Engels’ 1848 Communist Manifesto in the context of the new working classes. You will research and make short presentations on a manifesto of your choice. To make sense of our own times, we will try to relate the writing of manifestoes to the wide array of contemporary social movements – like working class movements, women’s movements, environmental movements, civil rights movements, and gay and lesbian rights movements. How do these movements emerge? Despite their differences why are social movements today converging in their claim that “another world is possible”? We will try to see what insights contemporary newspapers offer to movements seeking to understand and create other worlds.  Your final project will be to research a social movement of your choice, make a formal seminar presentation, and write a research paper based on the social movement of your choice. 


News Worthy Anthropology: Scientific versus Popular Portrayals of Anthropology (18)
Renee Koster

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and W 1:40-3:10 p.m.

Over the last few decades anthropology has become a popular source for news articles and television shows such as History Channel’s Digging for the Truth.  But how accurate is the information we receive from the media?  Newspapers, magazines, TV, and film report scientific discoveries and information all the time, but are they getting the facts straight?  Anthropology is just one of the many fields whose scholars and research are presented to the general public through the many forms of today’s media.  In this course we will explore and compare different forms of the media’s representation of anthropology.  Specific case studies involving archaeology, human origins, and Native Americans will be examined through a combination of news, popular magazines, film, novels, and scholarly reports and articles.  Popular media sources will be examined and critiqued based on the actual scientific research.  Students will learn the fundamentals of academic research while conducting a research project on an anthropological topic using a combination of media and scholarly work.  

NATURAL AND HUMAN CRISES
Human Rights: The Power of Narrative (19)
Joe Kling
T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and  W 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Since the 19th century, one of the ways human rights have advanced as a discourse is through the use of narrative—the stories people have told of their experiences of abuse, injustice, and denial of freedom.  These stories have been communicated through the process of witnessing—the use of memoir, fiction, poetry, film, and most recently, testimony before truth commissions.  In this course we will read and discuss a number of these narratives—starting with Sojourner Truth in Ain’t I a Woman and moving towards the story of one of the thousands of African children kidnapped and forced to fight and kill in brutal civil wars.  The irony is that, in the end, these witnesses affirm the human capacity for dignity and survival.  Students will also be asked to explore a human rights struggle of the past 200 years about which they would like to know more, and to report on some of the narratives associated with that struggle—thus reproducing and extending the very impact those narratives were themselves designed to inspire. 

Crimes Against Humanity and Human Rights Investigations (20)
Richard A. Gonzalez
T- TH 12:40-2:10 p.m. and M 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Genocide, slavery, political imprisonment, torture, rape, terrorism.   Many of us take our recognition of humanity and the belief of inalienable human rights for granted, but the fact is that human rights have a long and checkered social, political, philosophical, and legal history.  Human Rights is both an ideal and a political tool.  As an ideal, human rights give equality and validity to all of humanity, but as a political tool, human rights have been exploited by those forces who try to use it to their own ends.  Consequently, there is no society or nation that is guilt-free of crimes against humanity and human rights abuses.  For these reasons, the study of human rights demands intellectual and moral courage.  In this course, we will take an interdisciplinary approach to study the concept of human rights over the 20th and 21st centuries.  The course is divided into three blocks.  Block one focuses on the history of human rights and a survey of human rights laws, and block two discusses how forensic science has been used to investigate crimes against humanity.  In block three, students will take the lead by researching and presenting their work on a topic relevant to the course.  


The Crises of Our Times:  What Are They and Can They be Abated? (21)
Bob Wells

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and W 1:40-3:10 p.m.
Beginning with the industrial revolution, circa 1750, the western world experienced a number of crises over a period of 200 years:  the French Revolution, the Revolutions of 1848, World War I, the 1918 Flu Pandemic, the worldwide Depression beginning in 1929, and World War II.  Since that time the number and types of crises have expanded.  Historians have documented at least 12 military and political crises during and after the Cold War, hundreds of international and internal wars, a nuclear arms race between the superpowers, an explosion of the world’s population to 6.6 billion people from 1 billion in 1900, numerous incidents of genocide and gross violations of human rights, an emergence of modern pandemics which we were unprepared for, serious consequences resulting in the depredation of the environment, the outbreak of transnational terrorism and the emergence of a new bipolar world of “haves” and “have-nots” where the wealth of the “haves” is three times greater than the “have-nots” who constitute three-quarters of the world’s population – the North-South Divide.  The seminar will investigate all of these topics through readings, lectures and class presentations and discussions.  Students will research selected topics and present them in class and in written essays.  


Natural Environmental Hazards: Causes, Effects and Risk Assessment (22)
John Bursnall

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and TH 12:40-2:10 p.m.
This course will provide a background to understanding the causes of catastrophic natural events, typically referred to as natural environmental hazards. These clearly have had, and will continue to have, a profound effect on human existence in the form of destruction of buildings, communication systems and loss of life. The causes and sometimes devastating effects of volcanic eruption, earthquakes, landslides, flooding, tsunami, tornadoes and hurricanes, and changes in climate will all be discussed in some detail. Successful attempts at protection are rare and, at best, short lived (and, in many instances, impossible), so we are left with producing sufficiently accurate prediction techniques and to making an assessment of the risk level.  However, the same risk factor may be viewed quite differently by different groups - according to their needs, income, preference, expertise or ignorance. Some of the questions we will attempt to answer are: How do we perceive risk, and why do we continue to live in locations that are known to be prone to these risks?  Remediation is generally very costly, who should pay? Should governments have the right to restrict living and building in areas known to be at risk?


LAND AND THE OUTDOORS

American Land Use Patterns (23)
Matt McCluskey

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and T 12:40-2:10 p.m.

Did you ever wonder why it’s impossible to catch a passenger train in most of the United States?  Have you ever considered why downtown areas often look so architecturally and demographically different than the suburbs?   Are you aware of how farming is changing in the North Country?   The study of land use addresses these questions and many others.  Students of land use examine conflicts between individual land owners and surrounding communities and analyze the evolving patchwork of governmental policies.  In recent years, the development of the Environmental Impact Process, changes in farming, higher energy prices, concerns about socio-economic inequality, and the hot debate regarding sprawl have brought land use issues into sharper focus.  Land use has a critical impact on our general quality of life and personal wellness, and by researching such topics as zoning, development, preservation, and regulation, we are better able to understand how we live on a day-to-day basis.   Students in this course will examine land use issues in both rural and suburban/urban settings.  They will also analyze the political, socio-economic, and business factors that underlie development decisions and learn some of the research tools that professional planners use in their work, including GIS.

Just dirt? Soils and Human Affairs (24)
Matthew Neatrour
W 1:15-4:15 p.m. and F 1:15-2:45 p.m.

Soils are our most essential natural resource because they provide us with most of the foods we eat. Modern agricultural practices have led to a dramatic loss of soils in countries like the United States, and degraded soil is one of the fundamental causes of poverty in developing countries. In this course, we will critically examine the relationship between humans and soils. First, we will seek to understand how cultivation of soils has led to the rise and fall of many of the world’s great civilizations, and how our current misuse of soils threatens our capacity to produce food. Second, we will learn what conservation practices are necessary to feed the world’s population. Finally, we will investigate how soils influence our daily lives from backyard gardening and composting to large-scale agribusinesses. Whenever possible, we apply our knowledge by “getting dirty” and working with soils. We will perform simple, yet powerful soil tests to determine the fertility of soils and will compost organic remains using earthworms. We also will take several field trips, including excursions to the Adirondacks and a local organic farm to see soil conservation in action. Students interested in environmental studies are encouraged to participate. 

Famous Observers of the Outdoors: Their Lives and Their Passions (25)
Wil Rivers

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and W 12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Humans are drawn to the outdoors. The outdoors is where we evolved. The outdoors is where we went to find resources to build our homes, towns, and cities. The outdoors is where we seek physical health, mental clarity, scientific understanding, and spiritual renewal. Numerous famous people have spent their lives, in one way or another, dedicated to observing the outdoors, as scientists, writers, theologians, hikers, and environmental activists.  In this course we will explore the lives of these and other people and learn about the particular outdoors that was their passion. Through library research students will explore the lives, writings, and historical contexts of these influential people who made their life's work observing the outdoors.  Among the questions we will be asking with each figure are how did the environment in which they lived shape their views?  What were the formative influences on their lives?  How did they observe the outdoors?  What were the issues that they were most concerned with?  What is the current status of those issues?  Finally, what has been the larger social impact of their work and writings?  
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Confronting Islamist Terror (26)
J.J. Jockel
T-TH 2:20-3:50 p.m. and W 1:40-3:10 p.m. 

This seminar will examine how the United States, its allies, and its friends are confronting Islamist terror. The instructor will himself pick the first two books to be read and then will select a number of other books and readings in consultation with the students.




Decolonizing America (27)
John Collins

T-TH 10:10 a.m. -12:25 p.m. 

The United States is a colonial nation in two senses: it began as product of British colonialism, and it subsequently became a colonizing power within North America and beyond.  We see the effects and the continuation of this colonization process all around us, whether in the exploitation of indigenous people and territory, the operation of a “prison-industrial complex” whose roots lie in centuries of slavery and white supremacy, or the violence of the US war on and occupation of Iraq.  This seminar will explore the United States from the perspectives of those who experience it today as a space of colonization, genocide, and resistance.  Beginning from the insights of Frantz Fanon, Angela Davis and other theorists of colonialism and anti-colonialism, students will research contemporary injustices as well as movements that have worked and are working toward a radical decolonization of the United States.  This course will appeal to students who are interested in the struggle for social justice both inside and outside the US.



World Environmentalism Since 1960 (28)
Neil Forkey

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and T 2:20-3:50 p.m.

Following the Second World War a unique concern for both the quality of the natural environment and the health of human communities emerged. This new urgency differed from past, usually state-inspired, schemes to conserve natural resources for future economic use.  Environmentalism, as the sentiment became to be known, was especially present in the generation born after the war, and this demographic group pushed such issues to the forefront of social agendas beginning in the late-1960s. Thus, since the “sixties” the world has seen the advent and rise of a sustained environmental movement, especially in (but not limited to) Europe and North America. In this seminar, we will explore the historical underpinnings of the world environmental movement.  In so doing, we will consider case studies from Europe, the Americas, Asia, Oceania, and Africa. Throughout the course, we will consider how temporal, cultural, socio-economic, and political factors have shaped responses from various countries, or regions of the world.  We will also probe the omnibus messages of world environmentalism ranging from that of the “main-stream” to the community-based “grass-roots” type to the more radical deep ecology. 

Europe: A Continent of Commonalities and Contradictions (29)
Michael Popovic

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 1:40-3:10 p.m.

“To understand Europe, you have to be a genius – or French” (Madeleine Albright). Europe and the United States are areas of high economic development, stable political structure, and Western cultural traditions and normative orientation; however, it is fascinating to explore the vast differences that exist. As between the US and Europe, the variations within Europe permeating all aspects of life are intriguing to examine in combination with the manifold similarities that are present. Each participant in the course will become an “expert” on one European country whilst being exposed to a number of issues across the cultures. We will focus on questions of political organization, individual rights and the state, the European welfare state, the European Union, and the re-approachment of Western and Eastern Europe. These aspects will inform and be informed by the discussions of current societal debates surrounding topics such as immigration, nationalism, identity, sexual orientation, and gender. Popular culture and the arts will supplement our interdisciplinary study of Europe. So no matter if you are a genius, French, or want to show Ms. Albright that the rest of us can also comprehend Europe, this is your class.
Caribbean Dreams (30)

Evelyn P. Jennings

T 12:40-2:10 p.m. and TH 1:15-4:15 p.m.

What images come to mind at the mention of “the Caribbean”?  For many of us from chilly, northern climates, the Caribbean evokes scenes of escape from the daily grind, warm sunshine, and sandy beaches – a paradise.  Yet, one of the region’s largest exports is people.  The Caribbean is also the site of one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere (Haiti), one of the few socialist economies left in the world (Cuba), almost a dozen languages, and significant ecological, human, and cultural diversity.  This course will explore some of the historical roots of the Caribbean’s diversity and the challenges faced by its nations and peoples today.  We will use a wide range of materials to critically engage and analyze some of the visions and dreams of Caribbean peoples for their homelands and some of the myths and images of the region imposed by outsiders.  Some of the questions we will address include:  Why do so many natives of this supposed paradise leave their homes?  How has migration affected both the migrants and those left behind?  How has the region’s history of colonialism and enslavement affected current notions of race and ethnicity in the Caribbean?  Is tourism a viable and sustainable development strategy for Caribbean nations? How has global warming affected the ecologies of Caribbean islands?  Students will also be able to define their own questions of interest as the basis for a research project and will present their findings orally and in writing.


TECHNOLOGY AND HUMANS
History Rebooted: Alan Turing and Artificial Intelligence (31)
Paul Doty

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and TH 2:20-3:50 p.m.


You may very well not know this, but Alan Turing’s life changed yours.  Turing’s work touches your past, present, and your likely future: as one of the code breakers at Bletchley Park it can be argued he had a direct hand in the Allies victory over Nazi Germany in World War Two, he envisioned a computing machine run by software in the mid 1930’s, and he wrote the first scientific envisioning of artificial intelligence.  To this day the “Turing Test” is the definitive exercise to determine whether a machine is thinking.  Turing’s life was also a tragic one which ended when he was persecuted for his sexuality.  This course will be both an examination of Alan Turing, and a study of artificial intelligence. We will familiarize ourselves with Turing’s life and work by looking at both his writing as well as several versions of his life.  From there, we will also consider artificial intelligence--a concept that Turing defined in a way that changed it forever—and will examine the issues artificial intelligence raises.  Artificial intelligence ultimately asks us to consider what it means to be human, and what it means to be human within and without technology.  This course will give you an opportunity to hear the question in its original terms, before deciding on an answer.    

Living with the Bomb (32)
Donna Alvah

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and T 12:40-2:10 p.m.

In this seminar we will examine how nuclear weapons have affected societies, cultures, and national as well as international politics.  The period we will study encompasses the development and use of atomic bombs during World War II, the Cold War arms race and opposition to it, and current concerns about the threat of nuclear terrorism as well as the United States’ own maintenance of a substantial nuclear arsenal and its goal of creating a “missile shield.”  The texts we’ll analyze include historical documents, literature, and film.  Possible topics for students’ seminar projects include (but certainly are not limited to) nuclear weapons strategies, music about nuclear weapons, 1950s experiences of childhood and/or adolescence in a nuclear world, advocacy of developing new kinds of nuclear weapons, activism opposing nuclear testing and proliferation, and representations of nuclear disaster in films.

HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS
The Spiritual Nature of Community and Culture (33)
Relani Prudhomme
T-TH 12:40-2:10 p.m. and W 12:00-1:30 p.m.
This course focuses on the dynamic relationship between spirituality, community, and culture.  How does living in community create the circumstances which promote a spiritual consciousness?  How does spirituality impel one to act in a way which affirms our oneness with others in our community?  How do community-driven cultural expressions, such as contra dances or capoeira (an African-Brazilian ritualized dance/fight/game) create a spiritual experience?  And, how does the meaning derived from community-oriented actions and cultural expressions impact our broader society?  We will survey the practices, principles, theory and history of community cultural development through a spiritual lens, looking in particular at existing communities organized around professed spiritual principles or established religious faiths and taking stock of the relationship between faith and community action, (such as church-organized outreach programs for local or far-off community members in need), as well as spirituality and cultural expression, (such as gospel music). We will also consider those communities organized around actions, whose mission is either to generate community cultural expression, (such as What a Racquette Music and Dance) or to provide some more tangible service for community members, (such as GardenShare, which runs programs to end hunger in Northern New York), or both.  We will then seek to reveal the spiritual outcomes these community-oriented actions have as well as define the impact and implications of them for our broader society.   Students in this course will likely have an opportunity to engage in relevant community service as part of our study of communities and culture.

Fairness, reciprocity, altruism, and trust: competition and cooperation between humans (34)
Natalia Ovchinnikova

M 1:40-4:10 p.m. and W 1:40-3:40 p.m.
Your friend never offers to help pay for pizza, often borrows your bike, always wants to copy your class notes—but your friend never does anything for you in return.  Do you think you would still consider this person your true friend?  In this seminar we will explore the nature of human interactions and investigate questions like: Why do people cooperate? Why do they free-ride? What is the right balance between pursuing your self-interest and considering the interests of others? We will work to expand our understanding of what altruism is, what drives such behavior and whether pure altruists can survive in modern society. We will also spend time discussing the meaning of fairness, justice, and trust and how the meaning of these concepts differs across cultures and societies. Finally we will investigate how to measure cooperation, altruism, trust and trustworthiness, and we will play games which mimic situations that we are likely to encounter in real life, analyzing the results to gain insights into individual and group behavior.
The Philosophy of Love and Sex (35)
Elizabeth Becht

T-TH 8:30-10:00 a.m. and W 8:00-9:30 a.m.

What is love, really? Is it a feeling? A way of acting? Evolution’s way of tricking us into making more babies? What about the connection between sex and love? How does erotic love differ from other kinds of love (like friendship and familial love)? Can one give reasons for why one loves, or why one is attracted to someone? What makes love or attraction last? This course will explore the nature of sex and love from philosophical and literary perspectives, and attempt to come to reasoned answers to thorny questions about issues like monogamy, sexual orientation, “normal” sexuality, and the connection between sex and violence. We’ll also see what implications ideas and beliefs about love and sex have on individual choices, and examine the connection between interpersonal relationships and leading a “good” life. Reading widely from classic and contemporary texts, we’ll see what familiar thinkers, such Plato and Freud, have to say about love and sex, as well as some thinkers with whom you might be less familiar, such as Foucault, and Bataille.  While this seminar will stress the development of argument and analysis skills, it will also encourage students to reflect and consider the relevance and application of the ideas we discuss. Love/sex research topics may include investigations of related concepts (such as freedom or romance), ideals, historical contexts, issues of ethics, or the treatment of love and/or sex by a particular artist or in a particular work. Although our class focuses on romantic and erotic love, research topics could also explore love and/or sex as they relate to family, community, or the divine.


Music and Pop Culture

Music and Place (36)
Michael Farley

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and T 2:20-3:50 p.m.

Music-making is always influenced by the environment in which it is situated.  Grunge was an outgrowth of a number of conditions that existed in Seattle in the late 1980s.  As a result of a depressed local economy, a large number of abandoned warehouses were available as performance venues.  Even the climate contributed to the development of a focused style of music-making.  In the words of a local producer, “When the weather's crappy you don't feel like going outside; you go into a basement and make a lot of noise to take out your frustration."  We explore the relationship between music and place in a number of locations and periods in history.  You will pursue two major projects: a case study of the relationship between a particular musical genre and its place and an original, artistic work that explores various aspects (e.g., sound, imagery, geology) of a particular place.


Empire, Exotica and Authenticity: Africa and Popular Culture in Postcolonial Europe (37)
Rosa Williams

M-W 1:40-3:10 p.m. and TH 12:40-2:10 p.m.
Knowledge of Africa in Europe, as in the USA, is refracted through popular culture, whether that means Live Aid (or Live8), comics like Tintin in the Congo or recent movies such as The Constant Gardener or Caché.  Images and ideas of Africa, Africans and African-ness have long been central to European popular conversations on, for example, creativity, sexuality and social responsibility. Different histories of colonialism and slave trading in Africa have shaped the distinct ways in which race is configured in former colonial European nations. At the same time, particularly since the end of formal colonialism, African and African-Caribbean migrant communities in Europe have shaped local cultural production.  Students in this seminar will exercise critical reading skills in analyzing a range of artistic and cultural texts, including novels, blogs, popular music, films and YouTube videos. This material will help us to examine and assess the usefulness of key analytic concepts such as diaspora, hegemony and subculture.  We will also discuss the limits to conventional distinctions between high and low culture.  Students’ research projects on European cultural production will form the basis of multimedia presentations.

The Roots of American Popular Music (38)
Larry Boyette 
T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 2:40-4:10 p.m.

This seminar will combine research and performance to explore the musical traditions that have shaped the development of American popular music. We will examine the styles and values of the African and European musics whose extraordinarily fruitful interaction produced the many branches of our music: blues, jazz, country, gospel, bluegrass, rock and roll, soul, hip hop and beyond. All seminar members will contribute to weekly performances that allow us to participate in the music that we study. Though instrumentalists, singers, songwriters, dancers and other performers are encouraged to apply, no prior artistic training or musical expertise is required or expected. The only prerequisite is a willingness to participate in some thoughtful and creative way in performances that deepen our understanding and appreciation of American music.
The Beatles (39)
Peter Bailey

T-TH 10:10-11:40 a.m. and W 12:00-1:30 p.m.

The gaudy profusion of materials (CDs, DVDs, bootleg disks, biographies, insider memoirs, cultural and critical studies and so on) by and about the band that have appeared since their disbanding in 1969 makes the Beatles an extraordinarily apt subject for a research seminar.  After considering critical approaches available to us in our attempt to better understand the band’s music and the 1960’s cultural/ political phenomenon they were and symbolized, we’ll go through the catalogue from beginning (U.K., Please Please Me) to end (Let It Be), seeking to understand the remarkable maturation of the songwriting skills of Lennon & McCartney and George Harrison, while also considering the influences observable in the composition of their songs—pop standards of the ‘40s/ ‘50s, British music hall tunes and Skiffle, and especially American rhythm and blues. We’ll pay particular attention to the members’ individual rebellions against “The Beatles” that resulted in the group’s dissolution and contributed to the deterioration of the 1960’s cultural ethos. How deeply we get into the members’ post-Beatles careers will depend on how far seminarians’ evolving research projects take us into the seventies and beyond to Lennon’s assassination, McCartney’s merchandizing of the Beatles’ catalogue, and the death of George Harrison.  Say the word and you’ll be free. 
Ref: FYS course paragraphs for Spring 2009—10-9-08
Please return the completed 
blue and yellow forms (as applicable) 

to the FYP Office, 168 Whitman Hall,
 no later than Thursday, October 23, 2008 at 4:00 PM

If you do not complete the forms correctly and/or on time, you will be placed in whatever FYS still has spaces after all other students are placed.






Page 2 of 17

