Not In Front of the Children! Childhood and Contemporary
Culture FRPG 189A

Associate Professor R. Danielle Egan
Gender Studies Program
Spring 2008

Office Hours

Wednesday 1:00-2:15 pm or by appointment
84 Park Street Office # 102

229-5120

degan@stlawu.edu

Writing Mentor
Julia Conner
jfconn05@stlawu.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Class Meeting and Location
Wednesday 2:45-4:15 Valentine 104
Thursday 1:15-4:15  Valentine 117

Seminar Description

Cultural definitions of “childhood” are slippery at best. In some contexts childhood ends
at the onset of adolescence and in others seems to extend into the university. Similarly, it
can be measured by chronological age, intellectual comprehension, levels of social and
economic dependence, biological, physical and psychological milestones, or the capacity
for moral reasoning. We proclaim children are innocent and little angels, and yet
television shows such as Nanny 911 or Super Nanny illuminate the spectacle of
something far different. Our cultural definitions of childhood both inform and validate
social and educational policies (welfare, legal accountability, sex education, freedom of
expression or parental rights) as well as social control mechanisms (drinking age, legal
curfews and prison sentencing). We will explore the cultural and political implications of
the ways we socially construct childhood. Employing film as well as historical, literary,
philosophical and sociological texts, we will critically deconstruct childhood in our
postmodern culture.
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Readings

Ballard, J.G. (1999) Running Wild. Farrar, Straus and Giroux

Caroll, Lewis (2000) Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass.
New York: Signet Classics.

Jenkins, Henry (1998) Childhood Studies: A Reader. New York: New York University
Press.

Jenks, Chris (1996) Childhood: Key Ideas. New York: Routledge.

Lareau, Annette (2003) Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race and Family Life. Berkley:
University of California Press

Sternheimer, Karen (2006) Kids These Days: Facts and Fictions About Today’s Youth.
New York: Roman and Littlefield

Readings found on ANGEL will be designated with **

Documentaries

Ewing and Grady, Jesus Camp
Stern, Barbie Nation

Frontline (PBS), Merchants of Cool

Class Assignments

Rhetoric and Communication Assignments (100 points total)

Class Participation (50 points)

Your class participation is based on your active involvement in the seminar over the
entire semester. Reading and discussing the class materials, participating in small group
work and conceptual workshops are all ways you should take part in the seminar. The
success of our seminar depends on all of us! So please come prepared and ready to
participate.

Small Group Work (part of your class participation grade)

Over the course of the semester, you will be divided into small groups to participate in
several workshops. You will be expected to be an active and vocal participant in your
group and, at times, present your groups’ findings to the course.

Conference Presentation (20 points)

We will attend an undergraduate research conference at State University of Buffalo at the
end of April. Each student will present their research to other undergraduates and faculty
from around the state of New York. In addition to presenting your research, part of your
responsibility at the conference will be listening and providing feedback for other
research presentations.

Dates TBA

Research Paper Presentation (30 points)

The final phase of your research project will be a 15 minute formal presentation. You are
expected to present both the methodology of your project as well as your findings. You
should incorporate PowerPoint into your presentation. This assignment will be closely
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timed so you should practice in advance. You will be graded on the form and content of
your presentation. A description of this assignment will be given out in class.
Presentations will go in reverse alphabetical order beginning 4/22-5/1

Exams and Synthetic Thinking (150 points total)

Exam One 50 points

The in class exam will have both short answer and essay questions and will cover all of
the materials we have read and discussed during the first half of the semester.

Exam Date 2/21

Exam Two 50 points

The in class exam will have both short answer and essay questions and will cover all of
the materials we have read and discussed during the second half of the semester.

Exam Date 4/16

Quizzes on Novels 50 points (25 points each)

These short answer quizzes will be no longer than 5 questions and will pertain directly to
the novels we read in the course. THERE ARE NO MAKE UP QUIZZES.

Quiz on Alice in Wonderland 2/20

Quiz on Running Wild 3/26

Writing and Analysis (250 points total)

Conceptual Workshops and Research Workshops (part of your class participation
grade) Over the course of the semester we will participate in several workshops. The
aims and directions for each workshop will be provided when the assignments are handed
out in class.

Social Construction and the Child Research Paper

Over the course of this semester, you will deconstruct different discourses employed to
make sense of the “child.” Your examination will illuminate how the child, within your
area of interest, is socially constructed both historically and in our contemporary culture.
Your research can focus on one of two directions: You can explore a particular cultural
object (i.e., a doll or Gl Joe, clothing, etc) over time to see how this object spoke to a
particular social construction of the child and how it has or has not changed over time. Or
you may analyze how a particular cultural debate (i.e., age of consent, violence in the
media and its impact on children, or drug panics) employs different discourses to
conceptualize the child and how it has changed over time. You will need to examine how
childhood was socially constructed in two time periods to illuminate how they are similar
and different. Some discourses that might be most relevant to your analysis may be: the
law, media, child development, medicine, parenting guides or education to name just a
few.
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Drafts and Process 150 points
Research Question and Research Plan (10 points)
For this assignment you must write a paragraph that discusses your research
question, the historical time period you will examine and at least two discourses
that you think might be most relevant to your research. You will also need to
create a research timetable or plan outlining how you will proceed with your
analysis over the course of the semester.
Due 2/15

First Discourse Assignment (40 points)

For this assignment you will discuss one discourse you are analyzing and how it
has changed over time if you are looking at a cultural object. If you are analyzing
a particular debate, you should look at the various discourses at play in one
historical moment. This requires extensive library research. You will need to
know how those who shaped the discourse conceptualized the child and crafted a
truth regime about it. You will research original sources (e.g., laws, fiction, child
development books, etc) to support your discussion as well as draw on at least
two scholarly articles on the subject. This assignment will set up a very large part
of your research paper and will be the framework for your analysis. This part of
your analysis should be about 5 double spaced pages long and should include a
full bibliography.

Due 3/6 & 3/7 (Thursday for peer review and Friday for final review)

Completed Discourse Analysis: Findings and Implications (40 points)

This is an extended and revised version of the discourse analysis you conducted
earlier in the semester. You will discuss and analyze two discourses on your topic
and how they constructed the child and the debate or cultural object under
analysis. Like the earlier assignment, you will need to explore both original
materials as well as scholarly articles on the topic. You will review both the
historical and the contemporary discourses and examine their similarities and
differences. The implications section should be your conclusion. You should
discuss the implications of such constructions and how they made an impact on
the broader socio-historical and cultural context. This section of your paper
should be about 8-11 double spaced typed pages with MLA or APA citations and
a full bibliography.

Due 3/14

Introduction and Review of the Literature (50 points)

This assignment will comprise the first large section of your research paper. In
the introduction you will need to introduce the reader to your topic and provide
the question you are seeking to answer. You should also discuss what your
research adds to the broader academic conversation about your topic. In this
regard, your introduction should answer the following questions: What is my
topic? What does it add? And finally, why is it important (a.k.a. the infamous so
what question)? The second section due should provide the historical context of
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Final

the comparative period you will be examining. You should provide a picture of
what significant historical ideas and events were taking place and how childhood
was understood during that time period. This assignment should be 5-8 pages (the
introduction should be about 2 pages and the rest historical) double spaced typed
with MLA or APA citations and a full bibliography.

Due 4/11

Peer Reviewer Feedback and Response (10 points)

Over the course of the semester you will be asked to peer review a classmate’s
work. THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT JOB. You are serving as the conceptual
and creative sounding board and feedback person for your colleague. The person
you are reviewing will need to attend to your comments in their paper so they will
take your advice very seriously. Why do this? Because our class is a microcosm
of the larger academic community and thus we are taking part in the same process
that all researchers go through in the broader academic world. Plus you are all
smart, insightful and interesting folks and | believe that we can all provide helpful
comments to your colleagues. And having more than one pair of eyes on your
work always makes it stronger. ©

Final Paper (100 points)

This is the culmination of all of your hard work over the semester!! Yippee.

The final paper is your final revised research project. It will be graded for
conceptual clarity, content, attention to revision and form. The final paper should
be 17-20 double spaced pages long with MLA or APA citations and a full
bibliography. Included with your paper should be ALL of the drafts with
comments (from me and your peer reviewers).

Due 4/23

Portfolio

Your portfolio should include the following:
All drafts of each assignment

All drafts of your conceptual workshops
Final Paper

Due 5/1

Grading Scale

4.0
3.75
3.5
3.25
3.0
2.75
2.5
2.25
2.0

450
438
425
413
400
388
375
363
350
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1.75
1.5
1.25
1.0

338
325
313
300

Reading Assignments

Section One: Social Construction and The Child
The Production of Childhood

Week One 1/23 & 1/24

Wed Introductions
Social Construction, Discourse and Childhood

Thursday: Jenks Childhood Chapters 1 and 2
Reading Workshop

Theorizing Childhood
Week Two 1/30 & 1/31

Wed: Jenks Childhood Chapter 3

Thursday: Wolfenstein “Fun Morality” (From Jenkins)

**Masse, Michelle “Constructing the Psychoanalytic Child: Freud’s From the
History of an Infantile Neurosis” in Levander, Caroline and Carol Singley (ed)
The American Child: A Cultural Studies Reader. Rutgers: Rutgers University
Press.

Constructing Innocence and Sentimentalizing Childhood
Week Three 2/6 & 2/7

Wed: Application Workshop

Thursday: Research Workshop at ODY Finding Historical Materials!
WORD Studio Visit

Innocence and the Training in Purity
Week Four 2/13 & 2/14

Wed: ** Brown, G (2003) “Child’s Play” in Levander, Caroline and Carol J
Singley (ed) The American Child: A Cultural Studies Reader. Rutgers: Rutgers
University Press.

** Sanchez-Eppler, K (2003) “Playing at Class” in Levander, Caroline and Carol
Singley (ed) The American Child: A Cultural Studies Reader. Rutgers: Rutgers
University Press.
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Thursday:

**Egan, R. Danielle and Gail Hawkes (2007) “Producing the Prurient through the
Pedagogy of Purity: Childhood Sexuality and the Social Purity Movement”
Journal of Historical Sociology 20(4): 443-460

**Welsh, D.A. (1917) The Massacre of Innocents

** Selected sections from Elizabeth Blackwell (1884) Counsel to Parents on the
Moral Education of their Children in Relation to Sex. London: Hatchards and
Piccadilly.

**Selected sections from Beecher and Stowe (1869) The American Woman's
Home. Hartford, CT: Harriet Beecher Stowe Center

Discourse Analysis Workshop

Friday: Research Plan due by noon on ANGEL.

Summarizing the Historical

Week Five 2/20 & 2/21
Wed: Lewis Carroll Alice in Wonderland
Quiz on the novel

Thursday Exam One
Library Workshop Second Half of Class Finding Contemporary Materials

Media Discourses Continued
Week Six 2/27 & 2/28
Wed: Sternheimer Chapters Introduction 1-4

Thursday: Egan, R. Danielle and Gail Hawkes (forthcoming) “Girls, Sexuality

and the Strange Carnalities of Advertisements: Deconstructing the Discourse of

Corporate Paedophilia” Australian Feminist Studies

Li brary Workshop Second Half of Cl ass... Fi

Cultural Objects and the Social Construction of Childhood
Week Seven 3/5 & 3/6
Wed: Rand “Older Heads on Younger Bodies” (Jenkins)
Gl Joe (Jenkins)
Rotundo “Boy Culture” (from Jenkins)
Documentary Barbie Nation

Thursday: Documentary: Jesus Camp
Discourse Analysis Peer Review Second Half of Class
Friday: Discourse Assignment due by noon on ANGEL

Childhood and Consumption

Week Eight 3/12 & 3/13
Wed: J: Seiter “Children’s Desires/Mothers’ Dilemmas: The Social Context of
Consumption” ( in Jenkins)
Grumbine “Reaching Juvenile Markets” (Jenkins)
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Wilson “Does Your Research Embrace the Boy of Today?”
**Materials from the File on ANGEL entitled Advertising Age

Thursday: Documentary Merchants of Cool
Second Half of Class Findings and Implications Workshop
Friday Findings and Implications due by noon on ANGEL

Relaxation
Week Nine 3/19 & 3/20
Spring Break!! Relax and Have Fun

Childhood Rebellion

Week Ten 3/25 & 3/27
Wed J G Ballard Running Wild
Quiz on the novel

Thursday: Research Meetings and Writing Conferences

Childhood Inequality
Week Ten 4/2 & 4/3
Wed: Lareau, Unequal Childhoods Chapters 1-5

Thursday: Lareau, Unequal Childhood Chapters 6-9
Oral Presentation Workshop Second Half of Class
College Success Questionnaire

Childhood Inequality
Week Eleven 4/9 & 4/10
Wed: Work on your Introduction!

Thursday: ** UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Peer Review of Introduction and Review of the Literature Second Half of Class
Friday: Introduction and Review of the Literature by noon on ANGEL

Reading the Research Two
Week Twelve 4/16 & 4/17
Wed: Exam Two

Thursday: Final Problem Solving Research Meetings!

Finishing Things Up
Week Thirteen 4/23 & 4/24
Wed: Research Presentations
Research Paper Due on ANGEL before class.
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Thursday: Research Presentations
Course Evaluations last 20 minutes of class

Presenting your Project!
Week Fourteen 4/30 & 5/1
Wed: Research Presentations

Thursday: Research Presentations

First-Year Seminars
Research Project Learning Goals 2007-08

With respect to research skills specifically, our learning goals for the spring are that
students should:

e Be introduced to ways of conducting productive and imaginative inquiry and
research in order to become a part of the various conversations surrounding issues.

e Learn to differentiate among the various ways that information is produced and
presented, between popular and scholarly journals and books, between mainstream
and alternative publications, between primary and secondary sources.

e Learn how to evaluate and synthesize information, whether gathered from
traditional sources, e.g., books and journals, or from websites or electronic media.

e Begin to develop the skills of critical analysis in the interpretation and use of
information gathered from any source.

e Be introduced to the ethical obligations that scholars have to both responsibly
represent their sources and inform their readers of the sources of their information, as
well as learning, and being held responsible for the proper use of, the conventions of
scholarly citation and attribution.

e Present the results of your research in written, spoken, visual and/or other forms
that demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively using the conventions of the
mode of communication adopted.

Class Policies

Attendance. You are allowed one absence. Any additional absence (for any reason—
dean’s excuse exempted) will result in al5 point loss for every day missed.
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Late Papers. | do not accept late papers. If you are going to miss class the day a paper is
due, please hand in your paper early.

Respecting Difference and Classroom Environment: Our seminar is a space where all
viewpoints are listened too and given respect. We all bring various life experiences to the
table and no student’s experience should be silenced. This does not mean that critique is
impossible; rather it means that when critique occurs it should be based on intellectual
arguments, rather than personal attributes. Moreover, if you ever disagree with my
interpretations please challenge me! Remember this is a place for you to integrate new
material and ways of thinking...that means we don’t have to all think the same way.

Multiple Modalities of Learning: Different students may have varying ways of both
coming to learn material and/or discussing material; as such, if anyone needs any special
assistance of any kind please do not hesitate to contact me. Moreover, if anyone has any
learning disabilities please let me know and we can set up any necessary modifications.

Athletes If you are a student athlete you are expected to bring me your game roster at the
beginning of the course. Your roster does not excuse you from any work due on the day
of your game rather you will need to turn in any work early. Moreover, if you do not
bring me your schedule and miss class more than twice your grade will suffer. In
addition, missing class for a game counts towards the absence allowed in this course.
Therefore, if you need to miss two classes for games you have used up your absences and
anything (except for a game) more will result in a drop in your grade.

Cheating Students are required to follow the academic handbook standards for academic
integrity. So for example you must cite authors in your work when you are a) referring to
their ideas 2) paraphrasing their work or 3) using quotations from their work. Moreover,
if you are using an idea that you started to develop in another class paper, you should cite
your work as well. Students who fail to follow these standards will be sent to the
Academic Honor Council.
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