PSYCHOLOGY PILOT ASSESSMENT PROJECT 2007 — Essay Instruction and Rubric

Multiple Perspectives on Psychological Topics

One aim of our Psychology Department is to emphasize the importance for students to be able to
see things from multiple perspectives. One example might be when a student learns about a
similar topic in two different courses. Another example comes from introductory psychology
textbooks when they discuss various approaches to psychology, including psychoanalysis,
behavior theory, neuroscience, cognitive psychology, and social approaches.

In order to assess how well the department is meeting this aim, you and a number of your fellow
students are being invited to demonstrate how well you can take two different perspectives in a 30
- minute essay on one of the following topics.

At least three members of the psychology faculty will read and rate your essay in terms of multiple
perspectives, as well as its depth and relevance of knowledge.

Please word-process a 30-min essay related to one of the following topics. Then, email your
essay to me as an attachment at rsigmundi@stlawu.edu. | will remove your name and then share
the essay with other instructors.

Sincerely,
Ronald A. Sigmundi,

on behalf of the
Curriculum Committee

Choice of Topics

Hunger and eating
Depression

Advertising

Aggression

Abnormal behavior
Psychological therapies
Cognition and information processing
Emotions
Consciousness

Drug dependence
Motivation
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Appendix 2

Department of Psychology Essay Designation
St. Lawrence University (Letter & Number)

Rating Scales for Assessment Essays on Multiple Perspectives
November, 2007

Instructions to Raters

In the upper right hand corner of this form, in the space provided, please designate which
essay is being rated (e.g., Al, B1, B2, etc.). Also, at the bottom of the page, please sign your
name and date your ratings.

These ratings will be used to assess inter-rater reliability, so don’t disclose your Likert ratings to
others before they have completed their own. When rating the essays, keep in mind the task limits
imposed on the writers; they were undergraduates given 30 minutes to write an extemporaneous
essay on one of eleven unannounced topics.

Scales

Scale 1. Multiple Perspectives. The essay demonstrates a good sense of multiple
perspectives at the undergraduate level.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Neutral Strongly
Agree Disagree

Scale 2. Depth of Understanding. The essay demonstrates a good depth of understanding at
the undergraduate level.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Neutral Strongly
Agree Disagree

Scale 3. Relevance of Knowledge. The essay provides a good demonstration of the use of
relevant knowledge at the undergraduate level.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Neutral Strongly
Agree Disagree

Data Authorization

Rater Name: Date:




