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Sexual Violence: A Global Epidemic

When it comes to issues of sexual violence, i lence, and stalking are issues that effect men and
45 s easy to think in terms of the here and now: my women around our nation and the world. Not only
nation, my state, my county, my campus. It is not are these acts occurring in the private sphere, but
ffel 6 often that we look outside of our own sphere of  sexual violence is also often a part of hate crimes, a
existence when it comes to sexual violence, espe driving force in human trafficking, and a brutal and
cially as the issues that face us here and now car vicious weapon of war.

The JSpot: A Sex Educator 7  S€em, at times, overwhelming in their own right. Sexual violence is an international plague, one

Tells All

A Personal Touch

But, sadly, sexual violence is a epidemic that is that accounts for literally millions of lives every
afflicting the human race, one that is not limited tc year. These are some of those stories.
10 just our region or our nation.
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The Memory of Her Face (Part 1)
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Islamabad

They all knew something terrible
Was going to happen

Each time he came home

The things he used

First time

He grabbed the closest thing

He grabbed a pot

He smashed her head

He smashed her right eye hard
The next time

He thought about it a little

And paused

Took off his belt

She had gashes inside her thighs

The last time he

Had enough of her

He planned it out

He got the acid in advance
He poured itin a jar

She said she needed money for food for

them

She looked like that

Like that. Like that. Like that.
Her face is gone
Totally melted off
Just eyes
That 6s al l
Just eyes encased in gooey flesh
| tell you this because

that o

s al l

y

Hotline: 2445466 The third_time h_e needed to more Sh_ e ﬁ_s there inside thi
Email: kprotos@ @stlawu.edu Involved in hurting her Inside this monstrous mask
So he beat her with his fists Inside the death of her esteem
www.stlawu.edu/advocates He broke her nose Inside his wish to make her none
They heard the screams Sheb6s there, | swear

| heard her wheeze
wo ul d n Iheard her sigh

They heard her beg
They didndt,

She was his | heard her babble something
Unwritten law With what was once her mouth
Donodt ask what s h e |heard her. | swear

It was just her face that pissed him off She lives in there.

Just her needy face waiting for more

Reinventing the Maasal Woman

Maasai Education Discovery
(MED) is a notfor-profit organisation with
headquarters located in Boston, London,

tions as though no other world existed. manés wealth i s measure
The Maasai are an intensely patriarchal fore more wives, more children. Further-
society. The [male] Elders are responsiblenore, women are the foundation of the func-
and Narok, Kenya. MED was founded in  for most of the decision making. Theystilt i oni ng manyatta (fAvil|l
1999 by Ledama Olekina, a Maasai from operate on oral law to govern social inter- houses, cook, care for children, create elabo-
Kenya to promote education for the Maasa actions and behaviour. Essentially all dis-rate beadwork, fetch water, and look after the
people. MED was designed to use knowl- ruptions are settled within th®ma their  young livestock (regardless of health or preg-
edge and technology to develop a multicul- immediate tribe. Normally paymentsf nancy) . [ Opposed to me
tural education between the Maasai and  ngao(cattle), sometimes shoats (sheep/ which is to watch their cattle graze and make
Western nations. Since its founding, MED goats)i will remedy any disruption. Tra- fires in the evening.]
has increased and improved access to edu ditional Maasai culture revolves around Although it is rare, polyandrymar-
tion, empowered Maasai women and girls, their cattle. In the tribe, the measure of a riage to multiple husbandss also practiced.
and introduced economic development op- man's wealth is in terms of cattle and chil-Girls are married off as young as 13 years old
portunities. ME D 6 s dren. The Maasai are monotheistic, andn but typically around sixteen. Most marriages
rights, education, health, and (traditional) their God is name#nkaior Engaiwhich  are political, and arranged by the heads of
community development. is a single deity but has a dual nature. Asbomasopr the chiefs. There is an elaborate

Background on the Maasai Culture western culture continues to reach even tteeremony, in which the daughter transfers

The Maasai are an indigenous,  most remote civilisations, many Maasai bomas/manyattaand dowries (cattle) are
pastoralist, seranomadic tribe, mainly lo-  have converted to Christianity and toa  exchanged. A woman marries not just her
cated through Kenya and northern Tanzani lesser extent, Islam. Some even mixtheith us band, b uts etthoe. e nkiiivroel
Although the Kenyan and Tanzanian gov- traditional religion with Christianity or only occurs when a woman fails to produce
ernments have instituted programs, regula- Islam. offspring.
tions and | aws to i The Maasai are polygamous, s ai t o
abandon their traditional lifestyle, they con- traditionally because of high infant and
tinue their tradi- warrior mortality rates. As earlier stated, a

(Continued on page 9)
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Honour Killings

5 000 women die every year due to honour killings

In the West, honour killing is almost exclusively associated
with the killing of females by close family members with the
aim of undoing the 'loss' caused by actions deemed to be of-
fensive to their culture, particularly in terms of 'sexual im-
modesty', including adultery, refusal to accept arranged
(sometimes forced) marriage, being a victim of rape, and
merely refusing to adhere to hijab dress code.

This art was produced byaryana Sedarou

Details on this image, and others by this artist can be found at:
http://maryana01.deviantart.com/
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This book is a story told by El Saadawi about a
woman named Firdhaus. Firdhaus grew up i a
femalehating world in Islamic Egypt where
women were treated like flimodies and were
used solely for reproductive purposes. This
book illustrates the torture and torment that
Firdhaus went through on a daily basis. She
was sexually abused, physically abused, pur
ished for speaking against female circumci-
sion, and married off to an abusive older man.
All of this drives Firdhaus into prostitution,
which was a decision she ultimately made or
her own in order to escape the life she had

beenlivinggas a | egal fisl aved by marrli age.

Firdhaus believed that at least as a prostitute Need inf i fter h -
she could choose the men she has sex with ' <o 'E ormaéon ?1 er Rours.
instead of being forc%t%DW%e qul”%"?‘%e

n S

even like. This was her way of taking back ~located outside the office in Lee

some of her freedom of choice and autonomy. 192. Brochures available in-
She ends up killing her pimp. This leads to her clude: Advocates Program,
imprisonment and execution. She has risked Security & Safety, Health &
her life for her own freedom. In the end, she Counseling, CAVA, Renewal
believes that when she killed her pimp it liber- House, Stalking, Sexual As-

ated her and released her of all of her fear; sault, Dating Violence,
therefore she believed she was finally free. | GBTQ Resources and eating
This book is a remarkable illustration of one disorders.

womandés journey to freedom from a
hating life.
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